
Name: __________________________________    Date: _______________

December WORK SHEETS

Happy Holidays! Bear Essential News is written just for you. Use the DecemBear edition to 
complete these activities. Remember to keep reading and writing during your winter break! 
 
News Highlights & In the Spotlight 
Read the volcano story in News Highlights, and find the 5W’s & H in the story: 
 

Who ______________________  Where _________________ 
 

What _____________________  When __________________ 
 

Why ______________________        How ___________________ 
 
 Would you live on an island with a deadly volcanic history like Bali? Why 
 
or why not? ___________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
Main Feature—It’s Time to Recycle! 
Cities are making it easier than ever for families like yours to help the environment by recycling. 
Read the main feature and answer these questions.  
1. Come up with three ways that recycling helps the planet. 
 
 
2. Which is better, to reuse an item or to recycle it? Why? 
 
Scien-Tastic! 
1.  Scientists don’t believe these were the first bighorn sheep on the island. What evidence did 
they find and what may have helped preserve it for 1,500 years? 
 
2.   If bighorn sheep have no natural predators on Tiburón Island, what are some other factors 
that would limit their population size? Do humans on the island play a role? 
 
 
 
 
ASU Sustainability—Help Mona get the ingredients for dinner! 
    Mona lives in the city and needs help to get to the farmer’s market, the 
    bakery and the deli to get everything she needs for tonight’s dinner. 
          

Figure out the route you’d take for a round trip and write down the differ- 
ent modes of transportation you’d take and how many miles for each. 
 
__________, ____mi.   ____________, _____mi.  _________, ____ mi. 
 
__________, ____mi. 
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VOCABULARY 
 
POWER WORD SCRAMBLE! 
Power Words appear capitalized and in bold face in Bear Essential News. This month’s 
Power Words can be found in the News Highlights stories, Scien-Tastic! and the main feature. 
Read the definition for each word as it’s used in the newspaper, then unscramble the letters to 
figure out each Power Word. 
 
VEECATUA   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   v.—to leave or clear out. 
 
EMORDIVEL  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   n.—a word in English that, when read 
backward, is a different word. This word has not become an official word yet. 
 
NAIMOATTCND    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
v.—ruined or dirtied by being mixed with something not good for it 
 
QUAPOE    __ __ __ __ __ __   adj.—non-transparent, hard to see through 
 
SINUNIGOED    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __    adj.— native or naturally living in 
an area 
 
CELAIM    __ __ __ __ __ __      n.—an intent to do something bad or wrong 
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